Advanced Writing: The Politics of Race, Class, and Gender in Academic Writing
ENGL 4503-01

Fall 2013 
TR--11:00-12:15
Slider Humanities Building 

Room 201

August 22-October 11
When it does not please us, we call it propaganda; when it does please us, we call it education. –Norman Foerster, The Future of the Liberal College.
I celebrate teaching that enables transgressions—a movement against and beyond boundaries. It is that movement which makes education the practice of freedom.

—bell hooks, Teaching to Transgress
Professor:  Dr. Allison Egnew Smith


Office:  Slider Humanities 305

Office Hours:
TR: 12:30-1:45; 3:30-5:00. 



MWF appointments are also available via phone, online, or Skype. 

Office Phone:  384-8158

Email:   smitha@lindsey.edu
Required Texts:  


Advanced Writing Reader. Available in the Lindsey Wilson College Bookstore. 
Online & Hybrid Component 
As a hybrid course, this class has a required weekly seated time (2.5 hours) plus 1.5 hours of online work per week. Much of the online work required for this class will be completed on Blackboard and Tumblr (a blogging website).  Failure to complete the online aspect on a regular basis will result in failure of the course. As a result of the additional online component, the course will end October 11th, and grades will be posted soon after.
Course Description 

This course enhances students' abilities to think critically and write effectively through exposure to current and ongoing scholarly conversations about the theory and practice of writing. Students will have multiple opportunities to join the conversation (both orally and in writing), to communicate in various forms and styles (formal as well as informal), and to refine various skills This course emphasizes intellectual development, critical analysis, and cultural literacy. By the end of the course, students will be not only more effective writers and critical thinkers, but also more flexible and thoughtful users of the English language. Prerequisite: ENGL 1023. Course Rotation: 

This course also serves a Women Studies elective.  If you are interested in minoring in Women Studies, please contact Dr. Kara Mollis. 

***

 

In this course, we will examine how the politics of race, class, and gender shape academia as a discourse community and subsequently the standards of academic writing. Further, we’ll analyze the groups and cultures academia privileges and how this privileging influences and reinforces academic conventions.  Questions we’ll consider are: What is academic writing? What’s the relationship between academic writing and gender, race, and class? What does writing theory and scholarship reveal about the politics of the academy and the writing we as members (and scholars) consequently produce? How is academic writing used as a tool of power and exclusion, and who is it excluding and why? How does academic writing privilege masculinity, whiteness, and middle-class values? Finally, we’ll reflect on the ways in which we can complicate, challenge, subvert, and experiment with academic writing and the possible political implications therein. Prerequisite: ENGL 1023. 
LWC Student Learning Outcomes

Highlighted SLOs will be assessed in this course.

SLO 1 Communicate effectively.

· Written Communication
· Oral Communication 

SLO 2 Develop effective skills of inquiry and analysis.

· Numeracy

· Information fluency

· Creative inquiry

· Critical inquiry

SLO 3 Develop as culturally aware, engaged citizens of the nation and the world.

· Knowledge of local and global issues and trends

· Knowledge of one’s own culture and cultural patterns of diverse groups and societies

· Competence to communicate across cultural boundaries

· Knowledge and skills required for ethical reasoning

SLO 4 Learn to integrate and apply knowledge.

· Application and reflection on context and connections within disciplines

· Integration of knowledge across disciplines

· Application of learning to new situations within and beyond the campus

English Program Student Learning Outcomes 
Literature and Writing Studies: The mission of Lindsey Wilson College shapes the teaching philosophy of the English program. The faculty is committed to a program that stresses excellence in the study of literature, writing, rhetoric, and journalism. Through reading, writing, lecture, and discussion, the program emphasizes intellectual development, critical analysis, cultural literacy, and global awareness.

· SLO 1: Demonstrate effective knowledge of cultural products (e.g., primary and secondary texts).  Students in this course will be examining and reading essays, both academic and personal, and critically analyzing cultural products such as writing, technology, and various aspects of popular culture.  

· SLO 2: Distinguish and compare historical contexts during which cultural products have been created.  In this course, we will be discussing rhetorical and historical contexts for the production of an array of texts. 

· SLO 3: Articulate an understanding and critical judgment of cultural products.  Students will achieve this through their writings and also through class participation, discussion, and blogs.

· SLO 4: Formulate, develop, and produce an original, substantive written project.  In this class, students will produce three papers and a blog. 
Course Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate effective inquiry and analysis skills through close readings and in-class writings. 

2. Demonstrate effective creative thinking skills (for example, textual problem solving) through engaged and purposeful class discussion.

3. Utilize effective critical thinking skills by articulating an understanding and critical judgment of literary texts through three papers and an individual blog. 

Class Polices

Attendance










        As this is a 4000-level course, I expect you to be at nearly every class, particularly since we will only have 15 face-to-face meetings. I will allow each student up to three absences of face-to-face meetings, and two “online” absences. With the sixth absence (either in person or online), students will fail the course. This doesn’t mean, however, that missing this amount of absences is without penalty; should you meet the maximum amount of absences allowed, your grade may still be adversely affected, hurting your participation, discussion, and blog grades (25% of your final grade). 
If you must miss more than the maximum absences because of a long-term illness or serious injury that can be verified by a doctor, you may consider taking a formal leave of absence from LWC.  These leaves are explained in the College Catalog, and you may contact the registrar or Academic Affairs about this type of leave. 

Grading and Grades

Your grade for this course will be divided up in the following way: 

Class Participation: 10%

Discussion (online): 15% 

Blogs:  15%

Paper One: Literacy Narrative, 3-4 pages-- 20%

Paper Two:  Double Voice Essay, 3-4 pages-- 20%

Paper Three: Signature Assignment, 5-6 pages-- 20%
Online Component Deadlines and Expectations

Each week, students will be responsible for completing 1.5 hours of online work. This work will primarily be conducted through readings done individually, answering of discussion questions regarding the reading, and a public blog post responding to one particular aspect of the reading.  Students will answer the discussion questions using the Journal function on Blackboard (a private writing only seen by the student and professor). After answering the questions individually on Blackboard, students will then read the blog prompt (at the end of the discussion questions) and post their response on Tumblr to a more general, public audience. Responses to each question should be a minimum of two-three lines single spaced. Blog entries should be 250-500 words.

Discussion questions/blog prompts will be introduced at the end of Thursday’s class; students will have until Friday, 5:00 p.m. to answer their discussion questions and do their blog posts.  Failure to complete the homework by the assigned time will result in a zero, or absence, for that particular assignment. 
Should there be any technological issues with Blackboard or Tumblr (as this often occurs), students are still responsible for emailing both the discussion questions and blog posts to the professor by the 5:00 Friday deadline. With that said, I HIGHLY recommend students answer the discussion questions and write a draft of their blog posts using Microsoft Word (or another comparable word processing software) and save them for documentation should there be technological issues with any of the sites we are utilizing in this class. Technological issues with the individual websites are NOT an excuse for late work. 
College Policies (or the I-am-required-to-tell-you-these-things section)
Academic Integrity

First of all, it would be extremely unintelligent for you to plagiarize.  Why, you ask?  Because you would fail the class and potentially get kicked out of school.  So my policy on plagiarism is:  Do.  Not.  Do.  It.  No.  Matter.  What.  While the college’s policy is a little more detailed, none of it sounds particularly pleasant, so I would look to avoid this course of action (see below):  

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is essential to the existence of an academic community. Every student is responsible for fostering a culture of academic honesty, and for maintaining the integrity and academic reputation of Lindsey Wilson College.  Maintaining a culture that supports learning and growth requires that each student make a commitment to the fundamental academic values: honesty, integrity, responsibility, trust, respect for self and others, fairness and justice. 

To foster commitment to academic integrity, faculty are asked to require each student to place and sign the following Honor Code on tests, exams and other assignments as appropriate.: On my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment/exam.

Violations of the academic integrity policy include cheating, plagiarism or lying about academic matters.   Plagiarism is defined as any use of another writer’s words, concepts, or sequence of ideas without acknowledging that writer by the use of proper documentation.  Not only the direct quotation of another writer’s words, but also any paraphrase or summary of another writer’s concepts or ideas without documentation is plagiarizing that writer’s materials.  Academic dishonesty is a profoundly serious offense because it involved an act of fraud that jeopardizes genuine efforts by faculty and students to teach and learn together.  It is not tolerated at Lindsey Wilson College.  

Students who are determined to have plagiarized an assignment or otherwise cheated in their academic work or examinations may expect an “F” for the activity in question or an “F” for the course, at the discretion of the instructor.  All incidents of cheating or plagiarism are reported by the instructor to the Academic Affairs Office along with copies of all relevant materials.  Each instance of cheating or plagiarism is counted separately.  A student who cheats or plagiarizes in two assignments or tests during the same semester will be deemed guilty of two offenses.  If the evidence is unclear, or if a second offense occurs, the VP for Academic Affairs or Associate Dean will work in cooperation with the Dean of Students to move the student before the campus Judicial Board for review.  Violations will ordinarily result in disciplinary suspension or expulsion from the College, depending on the severity of the violation involved.  Note: The College has purchased Turnitin.com, a web product used to detect plagiarized documents.  

Questioning a Grade -- The Student Academic Complaint Policy 
A student, who wishes to question an assignment grade, or other academic issue, should follow the procedure below: 

1. Whenever possible, the student will first go to the faculty member who has assigned the disputed grade. Complaints regarding grades should be made within seven (7) days of receipt of the disputed grade and, if possible, will be decided by the faculty member within seven (7) days of receipt. If the disputed grade is the final grade for the course, “receipt” is defined by when the final grade is posted online by the registrar. (Please refer to the next section for appealing a final grade.) 

2. Unless there are extenuating circumstances, the student may, within seven (7) days request in writing a review of such decision by the Chair of the division in which the grade was assigned. Upon receipt of such request, that Chair will direct the faculty member and the student to each submit, within seven (7) days, if possible, a written account of the incident, providing specific information as to the nature of the dispute. 

3. Upon receipt of these written accounts, the Chair will meet, if possible, within seven (7) days with the faculty member and the student in an effort to resolve the dispute and will render his or her decision in writing. 

4. If either the student or the faculty member desired to appeal the decision of the Division Chair, the student or faculty member may, within seven (7) days by written request to the chair, ask that the matter be reviewed by a Grade Appeals Panel convened by the Academic Affairs Office. 

5. If the disputed grade is assigned at the end of a fall or spring semester and the student and faculty member cannot meet to resolve the issue, the student should contact the faculty member by e-mail within seven (7) days of receipt of the disputed grade. If the issue cannot be resolved by e-mail within the time limit, steps 2, 3, and 4 of the appeal may extend into the beginning of the semester immediately following receipt of the disputed grade by following the timeline above. 

A student who wishes to question a final grade should follow the procedure below: 

1. Confer with the faculty member who assigned the disputed grade. 

2. If the disputed cannot be resolved, a written request for a grade appeal must be submitted to the Academic Affairs Office before the first day of the semester following the one in which the grade was issued. The written request must include the specific bases for the appeal. 

3. The Academic Affairs Office will convene a Grade Appeals Panel, comprised of the Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Associate Academic Dean, and the chair of the academic unit which houses the course for which the grade is appealed. If one of the members is the faculty member who issued the grade, an alternate will be appointed. The student and the faculty member may appear separately before the panel to explain their positions. The hearing is non-adversarial. Neither the faculty member nor the student may be accompanied by other individuals to the meeting of the Grade Appeals Panel. The Grade Appeals Panel will notify the student of its decision, if possible, within seven (7) days of the meeting. 

Statement on Learning/Physical Disabilities
Lindsey Wilson College accepts students with learning disabilities and provides reasonable accommodation to help them be successful.  Depending on the nature of the disability, some students may need to take a lighter course load and may need more than four years to graduate.  Students needing accommodation should apply as early as possible, usually before May 15.  Immediately after acceptance, students need to identify and document the nature of their disabilities.  It is the responsibility of the student to provide to the College appropriate materials documenting the learning disability, usually a recent high school Individualized Education Program (IEP) and results from testing done by a psychologist, psychiatrist, or qualified, licensed person.  The College does not provide assessment services for students who may be learning disabled.  Although LWC provides limited personal counseling for all students, the College does not have structured programs available for students with emotional or behavioral disabilities.  For more information, call Ben Martin at 270-384-7479.

Academic Success Center
The Academic Success Center, located in the Everett Building, offers peer tutoring to aid students in completing class assignments, preparing for exams and improving their understanding of content covered in a particular course.  In addition, computers are available for student use.

Students are encouraged to utilize this Center as a resource for improving study strategies and reading techniques.  The Center also offers assistance with other academic problems resulting from documented learning disabilities.  All services are free of charge to all Lindsey Wilson College students (students with learning disabilities are responsible for providing documentation from an appropriate outside professional source such as a professional evaluation or school IEP).  Please contact Maretta Garner, Tutor Coordinator at 384-8037 for further information and assistance. 

Writing Center and Mathematics Center

The Writing Center (located in the Slider Humanities & Fine Arts Building), and the Mathematics Center (located in the Fugitte Science Building) are available for specialized tutoring at no charge to students.  Please contact Jared Odd, Writing Center Coordinator, at 384-8209 or Linda Kessler, Math Tutor Coordinator, at 384-8115 for further information and assistance. 

Final Exams

The academic calendar, which contains the schedule for finals, is in the College Catalog and course schedule listing.  Please make any necessary flight arrangements after the final exam week. Students will not be permitted to take early finals unless extenuating circumstances exist.  “Extenuating circumstance” means illness, a verified family emergency or participation in officially sponsored travel in support of an event arranged by the College.  Travel arrangements must be made in sufficient time that tickets may be obtained after final exams and the semester is officially over.  All requests for early finals must be made in person to the Academic Affairs Office. 

Cell Phone Policy

Student cell phones will be off during class time unless prior arrangement is made with the instructor.

Adding/Dropping a Course 

Students enrolled in the following courses cannot drop these classes during the semester:  READ 0713, 0723, 0733, 0903, 1013, and 1023; STSK 1003; ENGL 0903 and 0904; and ESL 0803, 0804 and 0854.  

As this is an eight-week course, students must drop on or before September 30th, 2013. 

For undergraduate classes at the Columbia campus, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the advisor and the instructor for each course involved as indicated on the Add/Drop Form. The change must be reported to the Business Office and the Registrar's Office on an Add/Drop Form, which may be obtained from the Registrar's Office. For AIM courses, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the Director of the Evening Program. For courses taught at Community sites, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the Site Coordinator for the campus. Permission to add courses will not be given after the last date for late registration. Authorization for dropping a course will not be approved after more than 75% of the instructional days for a course are completed, as outlined below:

	 Course 
	Deadline 
	Submitted by the Student to 

	Columbia undergraduate and graduate full semester courses 
	Not later than 30 days before the end of the semester 
	Registrar 

	AIM courses 
	By the sixth week of class 
	Director of the AIM Program or the Registrar 

	Courses at Community Campuses 
	By the third weekend of class 
	Site Coordinator or the Registrar 


If changes are not properly approved and officially reported as stated above, students will receive a grade of F in the courses for which they are officially registered, and they will be charged for all such courses. Students will not receive credit for changed or added courses unless they officially register for those courses.
One Last Thing…

I have the right to change this syllabus as circumstances dictate, or as I see fit.

Class Schedule

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week One: Introductions 
Thursday, August 22: Introduction to course. 

Brief discussion of discourse communities and this week’s online component. 
In-class activity: creating blogs.

Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read David Bartholomae’s “Inventing the University.” Finish creating blogs and email me your URL. Answer discussion questions/respond to the article on Blackboard (and Tumblr). 
* Students will answer the discussion questions using the Journal function (a private writing only seen by the student and professor). After answering the questions individually on Blackboard, students will then read the blog prompt (at the end of the discussion questions) and post their response on Tumblr to a more general, public audience. Responses to each question should be a minimum of three lines single spaced. Blog entries should be 250-500 words.
*Discussion questions/blog prompts will be introduced at the end of Thursday’s class; students will have until Friday, 5:00 p.m. to answer their discussion questions and do their blog posts. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Two:  The University’s & Writing’s Norms: Class & Intersectionality
Tuesday, August  27:
Read Sharon Crowley’s “Composition in the University” & “The Invention of Freshmen English” 

Thursday, August 29: Read Lynn Z. Bloom’s Freshman Composition as a Middle Class Enterprise” 

Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read Read Tom Fox’s “The Backlash against Access.” 
Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to reading on blog (Tumblr).* 

*extra credit option: students will be given extra credit for reading Ira Shor’s “Our Apartheid: Writing Instruction and Inequality” and incorporating that reading (in addition to Fox’s) into the blog post for this week. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Three: Performing School: Writing and Education as White Enterprises

Tuesday, September 3: Read Lisa Delpit’s “Skills and Other Dilemmas of  Progressive Black Educator.”

Thursday, September 5: Read “Lisa Delpit’s “The Silenced Dialogue: Power and Pedagogy in Educating Other People’s Children.” 

Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read “Black People Tend to Talk Ebonics: Race and Cultural Diversity in Higher Education” Geneva Smitherman and Austin Jackson.

Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to readings on blog (Tumblr). 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Four: Black Voices in Academia: Challenging the (White) Status Quo
Tuesday, September 10: Read Vershawn Young’s “Your Average Nigga” 




 In-class writing: responding to Young’s narrative. 



Due: Literacy Narrative 

Thursday, September 12: Read Victor Villanueva’s “On the Rhetoric and Precedents of Racism.” 

Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read Geneva Smitherman’s “Obama’s English” from The New York Times. Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to readings on blog (Tumblr). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Five: Academic Writing as Patriarchal?
Tuesday, September 17: Read Lillian Bridwell-Bowles “Discourse and Diversity: Experimental Writing in the Academy” 
Thursday, September 19:  Read Susan Osborn’s “Revision/Re-Vision: A Feminist Writing Class” 
Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read selection from Elizabeth A. Flynn’s “Composing as a Woman.” Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to readings on blog (Tumblr). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Six: Women’s Writing in the Academy
Tuesday, September 24: Read Jane Thompkin’s “Me and My Shadow.”




    Due: Double Voice Essay
Thursday, September 26: Read “Collaborations and Concepts of Authorship” Andrea Lunsford 

Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read Lad Tobin’s “Reading Composition’s Misplaced Anxieties about Personal Writing” and “Car Wreck’s, Baseball Caps, and Man-to-Man Defense: The Personal Narratives of Adolescent Males.” Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to readings on blog (Tumblr). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Seven: Feminist Writing: Against the Grain

Tuesday, October 1:  Read “Foucault, Femininity and Patriarchal Power” 
Thursday, October 3: Read the “Laugh of Medusa” by Helene Cixious 
Blackboard Lesson/Activity: Read Mina Loy’s “The Feminist Manifesto” (handout)

Answer discussion questions (Blackboard) and respond to readings on blog (Tumblr). 

……………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Eight: Constructing Gender/Constructing Genre

Tuesday, October 8:  Writing Workshop & Conferences
Thursday, October 10: Writing Workshop & Conferences
Blackboard Activity: Friday, October 11th: Signature Assignment Due.
……………………………………………………………………………………………
