Senior Seminar

ENGL 4903-01

TR--2:00-3:15

Slider Humanities Building

Fall 2013

 “Writing is like driving at night in the fog. You can only see as far as your headlights, but you can make the whole trip that way.” ― E.L. Doctorow 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Professor: Dr. Allison Smith








           E-mail:  smitha@lindsey.edu








     Office:  Slider 305









       Office Phone: 270-384-8158









   Office Hours:  TR 12:30-1:45; 3:30-4:30. 






    Online, phone, or Skype appointments are also available MWF. 

Catalog Course Description

A capstone course that provides students further opportunities to explore literature, writing, and language topics and ideas, culminating in a substantive research or extensive creative writing project. As part of the course, students also prepare for and take the written senior exam based on questions from the program Student Learning Outcomes, and set up their exit committees in preparation for the exit interview. This course also emphasizes intellectual development, critical analysis, cultural literacy, and, when applicable, global awareness. Topics, subject matter, and approaches may vary depending upon the instructor. Prerequisite: Senior standing or permission of the instructor. Course Rotation: Fall

Detailed Course Description

Taken by all senior English majors, the primary focus of English Major Seminar is to utilize the skills and knowledge you have acquired in your English classes the past several years to create a substantive research or creative writing project.  Class time will consists of lectures, discussions, and workshops that will help you to complete this important culminating project.  In addition, class time will be devoted to preparing you to take the senior exit exam, the successful completion of which is required to graduate from Lindsey Wilson as an English major, as well as to discussing the field of English today.

Required Texts

· A good MLA handbook

Course and English Program Student Learning Outcomes

The mission of Lindsey Wilson College shapes the teaching philosophy of the English program. The faculty is committed to a program that stresses excellence in the study of literature, writing, rhetoric, and journalism. Through reading, writing, lecture, and discussion, the program emphasizes intellectual development, critical analysis, cultural literacy, and global awareness.

SLO 1: Demonstrate effective knowledge of cultural products (e.g., primary and secondary texts) through written senior project and senior exit exam.  

SLO 2: Distinguish and compare historical contexts during which cultural products have been created through senior exit exam. 

SLO 3: Articulate an understanding and critical judgment of cultural products through written senior project and senior exam. 

SLO 4: Formulate, develop, and produce an original, substantive written project. 

*All four SLOs will be assessed.  The signature assignment is the senior thesis.

LWC Student Learning Outcomes

Lindsey Wilson Students will

SLO 1 Communicate effectively.

· Writing

· Oral Communication 

SLO 2 Develop effective skills of inquiry and analysis.

· Numeracy

· Information fluency

· Creative inquiry

· Critical inquiry

SLO 3 Develop as culturally aware, engaged citizens of the nation and the world.

· Intercultural Knowledge

· Ethical Reasoning

SLO 4 Learn to integrate and apply knowledge.

· Integrative Learning

SLO 5 Develop depth knowledge in a discipline.

· Completion of a major

· Competence in a major

Education Program Preparation

This course is required for content preparation in the Secondary Education Program and prepares teacher candidates with the knowledge base for English required in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards and the College Career Readiness Standards.  The Conceptual Framework for the Education Program, "Teacher as Leader for the 21st Century," is incorporated.  The English program works with the Education Program in preparing the teacher candidates with the knowledge base required to meet Kentucky Teacher Standard I and the Education Program Student Learning Outcome for Content Knowledge.  Teacher candidates will be equipped to teach Secondary students and meet requirements for Unbridled Learning.

Course Website

We will use Blackboard, which will allow you to view important class documents and link to helpful websites.  If you are absent, be sure to visit Blackboard (see “Content”) to download documents or view that day’s activities.

Course Assignments

1. Senior Thesis—65% of grade

During the vast majority of the semester, we will focus on your senior thesis, a substantial 18-20 page critical project that will require you to utilize the skills and knowledge you have developed/acquired as an English major and that will further prepare you to use your English degree in the future.  While I will discuss this project in depth very soon, you will select your own topic (although it must be approved) and you will also select a chair and second reader whom you will work closely with as you complete this assignment.

*Students must pass the senior thesis with a “C” to graduate.

2. Senior Thesis Prospectus—10% of grade
Early in the semester, after deciding on a topic, you will write and submit a proposal that identifies your thesis and critical perspective, identifies the significance of your project/your rationale for completing it, discusses your plans for development, and provides an overview of your research.  You will also meet with your chair and second reader to discuss it.

3. Senior Thesis Annotated Bibliography—5% of grade
Along with your prospectus, you will submit an annotated bibliography that includes at least five of the critical sources you  plan to use in your project.

4. Senior Thesis Presentation—10% of grade

Later in the semester, you will discuss your project with the class, your chair and second reader, and other members of the English Program.  While I will discuss this assignment further in class, your presentations will involve identifying your core argument, discussing your plans for development, discussing the significance of your project, and providing an overview of the research you have done and plan to do.  This presentation will give you the opportunity to get invaluable feedback from your peers and English faculty before submitting your completed project.

5. Chair and Second Reader Forms—Pass/Fail
Working with and getting feedback from multiple readers when working on a major academic project is highly important.  Throughout the semester, you will be required to meet with your chair and second reader to discuss your project.  After those meetings, you will need to complete the chair and second reader form and submit the form to me on the designated due date.  While these reports/forms are not graded, failure to submit them on time will dramatically affect your participation grade, and I will not accept your thesis until you submit them.  If you have any difficulty meeting with your chair/reader, please see me.

6. Active Participation—10% of grade
Participation includes:

· Completing all assignments/activities. 
· Engaging during and contributing to every class discussion.
· Effectively communicating and meeting with your chair and second reader.

· Proving helpful feedback to your peers.

*Class disruptions/incivility and excessive tardiness can result in a lowering of participation grades.

Attendance










        Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class session and is a requirement.  As indicated in the College Catalog, students at Lindsey Wilson are expected to attend class regularly.  After four unexcused absences (or two full weeks of class), you will not be able to pass the class. 
You should save these absences for times when you must miss class due to illness and personal matters.  Keep in mind that if you do not put in the credit hours for a course, you cannot earn the credits for the course.    

If you must miss more than the maximum absences because of a long-term illness or serious injury that can be verified by a doctor, you have two options:

1. You may consider taking a formal leave of absence from LWC.  These leaves are explained in the College Catalog, and you may contact the registrar or Academic Affairs about this type of leave. 

2. You may contact me in the first few days of your extended absence (not after you return to school) about the possibility of staying in the course and making up your work.  If I agree, you will need to send me a written excuse from a physician, and we will establish a schedule for making up work in a timely fashion, which must be followed. 

In accordance with the College Catalog, absences for authorized student activities, such as field trips, athletic events, and choir tours, are excused.  However, if you will miss class due to an authorized student activity, you must contact me prior to the absence.  (While coaches and supervisors often contact me, you should contact me as well.)  You also may make up, without penalty, any work that was assigned during an absence, at a mutually agreed upon later date, provided you have contacted me prior to the absence.  However, if you are aware that you will not be in class when an assignment (a paper, an exam, a quiz, a post, etc.) is due, you are required to submit it before the deadline.  Furthermore, as explained in the College Catalog, participation in extracurricular activities places additional demands and responsibilities on you and, therefore, requires that you keep any additional absences to a minimum.  

Tardiness:   Please make every effort to come to class on time.  If you do come in after I have taken roll, it is your responsibility to see me after class to ensure that I record your attendance.

*Excessive absences will also adversely affect participation grades.

*Excessive tardiness may result in an unexcused absence.

Basis for Final Grade

65% of Grade:   Thesis 

25% Prospectus, Bibliography, and Presentation

10% of Grade:  Active Participation 

I will employ a “+/-” system when transforming points into letter grades.

Grading Scale:  100-94%= A ; 93-90%= A-; 89-87%= B+; 86-84%= B; 83-80%= B-; 79-77%= C+; 76-70%= C; 69-60%= D; 59 % and below=F

INCOMPLETE/PASSING GRADE: At the end of the semester, English majors seeking secondary certification will receive a “P” grade if their performance merits it.  All other students will receive an “I.”  A final, letter grade will not be recorded until the student completes the English program’s exit procedures.  Students will be notified in December of what letter grade they may expect from the course, provided they successfully complete the program’s exit procedures.  Students who fail to complete the exit procedures will receive an “F” for the course.

English majors, regardless of emphasis area, must complete this course with a minimum grade of “C” in order to meet program graduation requirements.

Guidelines/Policies for Written Assignments  

A.  All assignments must be submitted on time.  No late work will be accepted without a previously-approved extension or written excuse from a physician.  If you are aware that you will not be in class when an assignment is due, you are required to submit it before the deadline.  

If you miss a class when an assignment is due for unforeseen reasons, you should e-mail me the assignment as a Word attachment that day and place a copy of it in the bin outside of my office as soon as you return to campus.  

If you experience any problems while writing your journal responses, please meet with me as soon as possible.

B.  All written work should adhere to the following format guidelines:

· All papers and written assignments must be typed and double-spaced on a computer in 12 point type and standard font.

· Leave one-inch margins all around.

· No cover page.  Put your name, my name, the course name and number, the due date, and the assignment name in the upper left-hand corner of the first page.  Double-space the heading.

· Page one should not be numbered.  All subsequent pages should be numbered in the top right corner.

· Papers should be stapled in the top left corner.

· All papers should be creatively titled.  Compose a title that both reflects your thesis and makes your reader want to read further.

· Parenthetically document and accurately cite all sources used according to MLA format guidelines.  

*Please see policy on academic integrity below.

*Students may be required to submit written work to Turnitin.com.

Minimum Work Requirement

All major assignments must be submitted in order to pass the course.

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is essential to the existence of an academic community. Every student is responsible for fostering a culture of academic honesty, and for maintaining the integrity and academic reputation of Lindsey Wilson College.  Maintaining a culture that supports learning and growth requires that each student make a commitment to the fundamental academic values: honesty, integrity, responsibility, trust, respect for self and others, fairness and justice. 

To foster commitment to academic integrity, faculty are asked to require each student to place and sign the following Honor Code on tests, exams and other assignments as appropriate: On my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment/exam.

Violations of the academic integrity policy include cheating, plagiarism or lying about academic matters.   Plagiarism is defined as any use of another writer’s words, concepts, or sequence of ideas without acknowledging that writer by the use of proper documentation.  Not only the direct quotation of another writer’s words, but also any paraphrase or summary of another writer’s concepts or ideas without documentation is plagiarizing that writer’s materials.  Academic dishonesty is a profoundly serious offense because it involved an act of fraud that jeopardizes genuine efforts by faculty and students to teach and learn together.  It is not tolerated at Lindsey Wilson College.  

Students who are determined to have plagiarized an assignment or otherwise cheated in their academic work or examinations may expect an “F” for the activity in question or an “F” for the course, at the discretion of the instructor.  All incidents of cheating or plagiarism are reported by the instructor to the Academic Affairs Office along with copies of all relevant materials.  Each instance of cheating or plagiarism is counted separately.  A student who cheats or plagiarizes in two assignments or tests during the same semester will be deemed guilty of two offenses.  If the evidence is unclear, or if a second offense occurs, the VP for Academic Affairs or Associate Dean will work in cooperation with the Dean of Students to move the student before the campus Judicial Board for review.  Violations will ordinarily result in disciplinary suspension or expulsion from the College, depending on the severity of the violation involved.  Note: The College has purchased Turnitin.com, a web product used to detect plagiarized documents.  

Questioning a Grade -- The Student Academic Complaint Policy 
A student, who wishes to question an assignment grade, or other academic issue, should follow the procedure below: 

1. Whenever possible, the student will first go to the faculty member who has assigned the disputed grade. Complaints regarding grades should be made within seven (7) days of receipt of the disputed grade and, if possible, will be decided by the faculty member within seven (7) days of receipt. If the disputed grade is the final grade for the course, “receipt” is defined by when the final grade is posted online by the registrar. (Please refer to the next section for appealing a final grade.) 

2. Unless there are extenuating circumstances, the student may, within seven (7) days request in writing a review of such decision by the Chair of the division in which the grade was assigned. Upon receipt of such request, that Chair will direct the faculty member and the student to each submit, within seven (7) days, if possible, a written account of the incident, providing specific information as to the nature of the dispute. 

3. Upon receipt of these written accounts, the Chair will meet, if possible, within seven (7) days with the faculty member and the student in an effort to resolve the dispute and will render his or her decision in writing. 

4. If either the student or the faculty member desires to appeal the decision of the Division Chair, the student or faculty member may, within seven (7) days by written request to the chair, ask that the matter be reviewed by a Grade Appeals Panel convened by the Academic Affairs Office. 

5. If the disputed grade is assigned at the end of a fall or spring semester and the student and faculty member cannot meet to resolve the issue, the student should contact the faculty member by e-mail within seven (7) days of receipt of the disputed grade. If the issue cannot be resolved by e-mail within the time limit, steps 2, 3 and 4 of the appeal may extend into the beginning of the semester immediately following receipt of the disputed grade by following the timeline above. 

A student who wishes to question a final grade should follow the procedure below: 

1. Confer with the faculty member who assigned the disputed grade. 

2. If the disputed grade cannot be resolved, a written request for a grade appeal must be submitted to the Academic Affairs Office before the first day of the semester following the one in which the grade was issued. The written request must include the specific basis for the appeal. 

3. The Academic Affairs Office will convene a Grade Appeals Panel, comprised of the Vice President for Academic Affairs, the Associate Academic Dean, and the chair of the academic unit which houses the course for which the grade is appealed. If one of the members is the faculty member who issued the grade, an alternate will be appointed. The student and the faculty member may appear separately before the panel to explain their positions. The hearing is non-adversarial. Neither the faculty member nor the student may be accompanied by other individuals to the meeting of the Grade Appeals Panel. The Grade Appeals Panel will notify the student of its decision, if possible, within seven (7) days of the meeting. 

Policy for Verification of Student Identity and Protection of Privacy 

In compliance with United States Federal Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA), Public Law 110-315, all credit-bearing courses and programs offered through distance learning methods must verify that the student who registers for a distance education course or program is the same student who participates in and completes the course or program and receives academic credit.  One or more of the following methods must be used:

        a)  A secure login and pass code;

        b)  Proctored examinations; and/or

        c)  Remote proctoring of one of more examinations using Tegrity or other technologies 

Verification of student identity in distance learning must protect the privacy of student information.   Personally identifiable information collected by the College may be used, at the discretion of the institution, as the basis for identity verification.  For instance, a student requesting that their learning system password be reset may be asked to provide two or more pieces of information for comparison with data on file.  It is a violation of College policy for a student to give his or her password to another student. 

Detailed information on privacy may be located at: http://www.lindsey.edu/media/319883/Online%20Services%20Privacy%20Policy%204.20.12.pdf
Institutional Review Board (IRB) Policies

The Lindsey Wilson College Institutional Review Board (IRB) safeguards the rights and welfare of human participants in research and other research activities.  Lindsey Wilson College faculty, staff, and students, which comprise its academic unites, and facilities, are subject to the IRB policies.  This includes any research for which a research agreement (e.g. MOU) identifies Lindsey Wilson College Institutional Review Board (IRB) as the IRB of record.  All student-led human subject research mush have a LWC faculty sponsor.  All faculty members and students conducting human subject research are required to submit documentation of training on research involving human subjects that has been completed within two years of the onset of the proposed research.  Online training is available at http://php.nihtraining.com/users/login.php.

Statement on Learning/Physical Disabilities
Lindsey Wilson College accepts students with learning disabilities and provides reasonable accommodation to help them be successful.  Depending on the nature of the disability, some students may need to take a lighter course load and may need more than four years to graduate.  Students needing accommodation should apply as early as possible, usually before May 15.  Immediately after acceptance, students need to identify and document the nature of their disabilities.  It is the responsibility of the student to provide to the College appropriate materials documenting the learning disability, usually a recent high school Individualized Education Program (IEP) and results from testing done by a psychologist, psychiatrist, or qualified, licensed person.  The College does not provide assessment services for students who may be learning disabled.  Although LWC provides limited personal counseling for all students, the College does not have structured programs available for students with emotional or behavioral disabilities.  For more information, call Ben Martin at 270-384-7479.

Academic Success Center
The Academic Success Center, located in the Everett Building, offers peer tutoring to aid students in completing class assignments, preparing for exams and improving their understanding of content covered in a particular course.  In addition, computers are available for student use.

Students are encouraged to utilize this Center as a resource for improving study strategies and reading techniques.  The Center also offers assistance with other academic problems resulting from documented learning disabilities.  All services are free of charge to all Lindsey Wilson College students (students with learning disabilities are responsible for providing documentation from an appropriate outside professional source such as a professional evaluation or school IEP).  Please contact Maretta Garner, Tutor Coordinator at 384-8037 for further information and assistance. 

Writing Center and Mathematics Center

The Writing Center (located in the Slider Humanities & Fine Arts Building), and the Mathematics Center (located in the Fugitte Science Building) are available for specialized tutoring at no charge to students.  Please contact Jared Odd, Writing Center Coordinator, at 384-8209 or Linda Kessler, Math Tutor Coordinator, at 384-8115 for further information and assistance. 

Final Exams

Final Exams for day classes are scheduled for the Fall 2013 semester on December 9-13.  The academic calendar, which contains the schedule for finals, is in the College Catalog and course schedule listing.  Please make any necessary flight arrangements after the final exam week. Students will not be permitted to take early finals unless extenuating circumstances exist.  “Extenuating circumstance” means illness, a verified family emergency or participation in officially sponsored travel in support of an event arranged by the College.  Travel arrangements must be made in sufficient time that tickets may be obtained after final exams and the semester is officially over.  All requests for early finals must be made in person to the Academic Affairs Office. 

Email Policy

All Lindsey Wilson College students are required to communicate with LWC faculty and staff via LWC (Lindsey.edu) email addresses only.  Alternative email addresses should not be used when communicating with LWC faculty and staff.  

Cell Phone Policy

Student cell phones will be off during class time unless prior arrangement is made with the instructor.

Adding/Dropping a Course 

Students enrolled in the following courses cannot drop these classes during the semester:  READ 0713, 0723, 0733, 0903, 1013 and 1023; STSK 1003; ENGL 0903 and 0904; and ESL 0803, 0804 and 0854.  

For undergraduate classes at the Columbia campus, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the advisor and the instructor for each course involved as indicated on the Add/Drop Form. The change must be reported to the Business Office and the Registrar's Office on an Add/Drop Form, which may be obtained from the Registrar's Office. For AIM courses, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the Director of the Evening Program. For courses taught at Community sites, adding a course, dropping a course, or changing from one section of a course to another section of the same course requires the approval of the Site Coordinator for the campus. Permission to add courses will not be given after the last date for late registration. Authorization for dropping a course will not be approved after more than 75% of the instructional days for a course are completed, as outlined below:

	 Course 
	Deadline 
	Submitted by the Student to 

	Columbia undergraduate and graduate full semester courses 
	Not later than 30 days before the end of the semester 
	Registrar 

	AIM courses


	By the sixth week of class
	Registrar

	Courses at Community Campuses 
	By the third weekend of class 
	Site Coordinator or the Registrar 


If changes are not properly approved and officially reported as stated above, students will receive a grade of F in the courses for which they are officially registered, and they will be charged for all such courses. Students will not receive credit for changed or added courses unless they officially register for those courses.

______________________________________________________________________

Tentative Schedule

Assignments and dates are subject to change.

Failure to bring required materials to class will result in an absence for the period.

Week One

8/23 (R)



Introduction to Course




………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Two
8/27 (T)
Discussion of Exit Procedures:  Selecting a Committee, the Written Exam, and the Exit Interview


Discussion of Senior Thesis
*Identification of December and May graduates


8/29 (R)



Selecting a Topic & Identifying a Critical Perspective


……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Three

9/3 (T)




Distribution of Committee Request Forms





English Faculty Visits







9/5 (R)




English Faculty Visits

Discussion of Prospectus and Annotated   Bibliography
………………….………………………………………………………………………………....Week Four 
9/10 (T)



Topics Due; Committee Request Form Due






Conducting Research






Discussion:  The field of English today

9/12 (R)                                                Developing and Organizing the Thesis:  Discussion and Workshop


……………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week Five 

9/17 (T)
Introductions & Conclusions of Theses/Longer Critical Projects:  

Discussion and Workshop

9/19 (R)



Prospectus and Annotated Bibliography due






Second Reader Meeting Form Due
Discussion:  Challenges and Concerns





Senior Exam distributed (December grads only)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….Week Six—December grads: Senior Exit Exam due to Dr. Shanklin by 4 p.m on Monday, September 23.
9/24 (T)



Individual Meetings with committee members



9/26 (R)



Individual Meetings with committee members
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Week Seven

10/1 (T)
Draft of Thesis Workshop:  Bring draft of your project to class.
10/3 (R)
Draft of Thesis Workshop:  Bring draft of your project to class.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Eight
10/8 (T)



Draft of Thesis due
10/10 (R)



Thesis Presentation Discussions
………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Nine
10/15 (T)



Fall Break; No Class

10/17 (R)



Fall Break: No Class

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week Ten—Meet with second readers this week or next to discuss draft and research
10/22 (T)



Peer Review
10/24 (R)



Peer Review








………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Eleven
10/29 (T)



Thesis Prospectus Presentations




10/31 (R)



Thesis Prospectus Presentations
………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Twelve
11/5 (T)



Thesis Writing; Individual meetings with committees
11/7 (R)



Thesis Writing:  Individual meetings with committees
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week Thirteen—Submit a draft of your thesis to your second reader and discuss it with your reader before 12/4.

11/12 (T)



Thesis Writing:  Class Discussion with Faculty
11/14 (R)



Thesis Writing:  Class Discussion with Faculty

……………………………………………………………………………………………………....Week Fourteen
11/19 (T)



Thesis Writing

11/21 (R)



Thanksgiving Break; No Class

………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Fifteen
11/26 (T)



Full draft workshop with committee and peers


11/28 (R)



Full draft workshop with committee and peers
………………………………………………………………………………………………………Week Sixteen
12/3 (T)



Thesis due (also provide a copy to your second reader)

12/5 (R)



Class wrap-up



