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ENGL 3113: American Literature I
MWF: 8:30-9:20 AM in Slider 300
Fall 2013
Dr. Paul Thifault

Department of English

Office Hours: Slider 309

MWF: 10:30-2:30

TR: 1:30-2:30
And by appointment
Email: thifaulte@lindsey.edu
(270) 384-8187

Course Description:

This course surveys representative American literary works from the colonial and antebellum periods. We will pay special attention to the ways early American writers negotiate key intellectual legacies − like Puritanism, Enlightenment philosophy, and the canon of European literature − as well as to the ways these texts respond to the pressing issues of their own time. Despite the old adage “there’s no accounting for taste,” we will try to do just that by studying the vexed relationship between the demands of the reading public and our authors’ aesthetic conceptions of literary form. We’ll also map broader trends in American literary scholarship and try to ascertain why these particular texts have achieved the status of American “classics.” Required coursework includes reading the assigned texts, participation in class discussion, short written responses to each reading, an in-class exam, and three papers (a short thesis paper, a scholarly introduction to a text, and a thesis-driven research paper).
Course Student Learning Outcomes:

-To achieve and display advanced critical reading/thinking skills

-To gain a keen sense of America’s cultural and literary heritage

-To recognize and participate in current debates in literary scholarship

-To use secondary sources effectively and document them appropriately
-To create original arguments and support them with textual evidence
English Program Student Learning Outcomes:

- Demonstrate effective understanding of literary and rhetorical texts. (Evaluating and Applying)
- Demonstrate effective understanding of texts’ historical and cultural contexts. (Analyzing)

- Formulate, develop, and produce a discipline-specific written project. (Creating)
Lindsey Wilson College’s Essential Student Learning Outcomes:

This course participates in LWC’s larger mission of ensuring its students attain:

- Effective Communication Skills

- Effective Skills of Inquiry and Analysis

- Cultural Awareness and Engagement as Citizens of the Nation and the World

- Application and Integration of Knowledge

- A Depth of Knowledge

Required Materials:

Book 1 of 5: The Norton Anthology of American Literature Volume B ISBN 978-0-393-93477-9   
Book 2 of 5: Moby Dick  ISBN 978-0486432151

Book 3 of 5: The Power of Sympathy and the Coquette  ISBN  9780140434682
Book 4 of 5: Little Women  ISBN 9780451532084

Book 5 of 5: Edgar Huntly ISBN 978-0-14-039062-9
COURSE POLICIES

Index Card Responses:

“Write while the heat is in you. The writer who postpones the recording of his thoughts uses an iron which has cooled to burn a hole with. He cannot inflame the minds of his audience.” -- Thoreau

Students must submit a thoughtful 3-4 sentence response to our readings on an index card at the start of each class. These responses are not individually graded but are a major factor in determining the student’s participation grade. These responses will often be exchanged between students and discussed at the start of class. On other occasions, I will quote your responses (by name) while lecturing. Taking this small task seriously will not only give you the courage to speak up in class but the luxury of having many ideas to choose from when it comes time to write papers.
Class Discussion: “The greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me what I thought, and attended to my answer.” – Thoreau

“That which we persist in doing becomes easier, not that the task itself has become easier, but that our ability to perform it has improved.” -- Emerson

Discussing with others the beautiful, the revolutionary, the ironic, the carefully patterned, the symbolic, the inconsistent, the historically resonant, the hauntingly elusive, and the cleverly allusive moments in writing is the greatest reward and challenge of literary study.  Articulating your ideas in class is not a demonstration of your knowledge but a means of arriving at that knowledge. In other words, sharing your thoughts with others is a crucial part of your education and the single greatest academic advantage you have as students at a private liberal arts college. Moreover, honing your discussion skills is just good business. What employer in the professional world would not highly value the ability to digest complex material and converse thoughtfully and open-mindedly about it in a room full of peers on a regular basis?
Essay Submission Details:

Students must write three essays in this course. The prompts are posted on blackboard. On the day papers are due, students must submit one copy to me in class, as well as one electronic copy to my email address (thifaulte@lindsey.edu). Assignments are not considered complete until both copies have been submitted.
Late Papers:

Late papers are ineligible for revision and will be docked one half-letter grade per day. Reasonable requests for extensions will be granted during office hours (never over email). Students who miss class for athletic/academic trips and submit an electronic copy on time must submit a printed copy upon returning to campus.

Revisions: “Failing to fetch me at first, keep encouraged. Missing me one place, search another. I stop somewhere waiting for you.” – Walt Whitman
Whitman revised Leaves of Grass – one of the greatest works of American literature – approximately ten times over a nearly forty-year span. As we will see, “revision” is central to the entire intellectual philosophy of some of our most cherished writers, and so it shall be with us. Students may revise Essay # 1 and/or Essay #2 for a higher grade of up to and including “A-,” pending a visit to office hours. While Essay #3 cannot be revised, the assignment will be due in stages and students will receive feedback from classmates on thesis statements and rough drafts along the way.
Absence Policy: Students who miss a class are responsible for writing a one-page response paper for that day’s readings (i.e. approximately 50 minutes of work). Unless other arrangements are made, these papers are due the following class. These makeup papers receive either a “Pass” or “Fail.” Students will be docked one-half of a letter grade for the course for every absence for which a makeup paper is not submitted.  Students who miss six or more classes, for any reason, are ineligible for a passing grade in the course.
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

This course strictly adheres to Lindsey Wilson’s plagiarism policy (attached at the end of this syllabus). All cases are reported to Academic Affairs, no exceptions. I urge you to visit office hours to discuss an extension before making such a desperate and irrevocable decision.
Office Hours:

Students are strongly urged to come to office hours to discuss any or all aspects of the course and to work on essays at any stage of completion, from brainstorming to full drafts. I am also happy to help with other writing projects such as scholarship applications, cover letters, etc.
Email Policy:
As future college graduates, it is important that you get into the habit of writing clear, formal, and respectful messages. It’s not that informal correspondence is bad in and of itself – it’s just that skilled writers always consider the rhetorical situation and the overall purpose of a project. Since your goal in emailing me will usually be to obtain factual information or clarification, you should facilitate this exchange with specificity and clarity. A casual “hey, when is this due?” would be an example of a student who isn’t keeping his/her end of the bargain in this exchange. I won’t respond to such emails but will reply to messages like the one below:
Dr. Thifault, 
I owe you an absence paper for the “Economy” chapter of Walden in ‘American Literature I.’ Since we have no class Monday, should I drop the paper in your office or submit it in class on Wednesday?
Thanks,
Jo March
Grading Breakdown
Exam  20%
Essay #1 (short paper) 15%

Essay # 2 (scholarly intro) 20%

Essay #3 (research paper) 30%
  Essay #3, a research-based thesis paper, is the Signature Assignment
Participation: 15%

***NOTE: This breakdown only applies when all work has been submitted. In other words, all work must be submitted for students to be eligible to pass the course.

SCHEDULE of READINGS (Note: The order of reading is subject to change over the course of the term if it seems we need more time with a particular text. Please consult Blackboard for Updated versions of this syllabus)
W 8/21: Syllabus

                   Negotiating Colonial Heritages

F 8/23: John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”
M 8/26: Anne Bradstreet’s Poems (Blackboard)

W 8/28: Cotton Mather, (Blackboard) AND Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown”
F 8/30: Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” 


       A Republic of Seductions
W 9/4: Foster, The Coquette
F 9/6: Foster, The Coquette
M 9/9: Brown, Edgar Huntly
W 9/11: Brown, Edgar Huntly
F 9/12: Brown, Edgar Huntly

                   The American Renaissance

M 9/16: Emerson, “The American Scholar”
W 9/18: Emerson, “The Poet”
F 9/20: Poe, “The Purloined Letter”
M 9/23 Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher”
W 9/25 Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter
F 9/27 Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter
M 9/30 Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter
W 10/2 Essay #1 drafts due in class
F 10/4 Thoreau, Walden
M 10/7 Thoreau, Walden
W 10/9 Thoreau, Walden and Review
F 10/11 Midterm Examination
Fall Break



      Antebellum Epics
M 10/21 Whitman, Poems
W 10/23 Whitman, Poems
F 10/25 Whitman, Poems
M 10/28 Jacobs, Incidents
W 10/30 Jacobs, Incidents
F 11/1 Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin
M 11/4 Melville, Moby Dick
W 11/6 Melville, Moby Dick
F 11/8 Melville, Moby Dick
M 11/11 Melville, Moby Dick
W 11/13 In-class Discussion of Scholarly Introductions
F 11/15 Essay # 2 Scholarly Introductions Due


    March toward Modernism

M 11/18 Alcott, Little Women
W 11/20 Alcott, Little Women
F 11/22 Alcott, Little Women
M 11/25 Dickinson, Poems
M 12/2 Dickinson, Poems
W 12/4 Individual Conferences
F 12/ 6  Research Essay Peer Review (bring drafts/outlines to class)
M 12/9 Research Essays due during Final Exam period
LINDSEY WILSON COLLEGE POLICIES ENFORCED

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is essential to the existence of an academic community. Every student is responsible for fostering a culture of academic honesty, and for maintaining the integrity and academic reputation of Lindsey Wilson College.  Maintaining a culture that supports learning and growth requires that each student make a commitment to the fundamental academic values: honesty, integrity, responsibility, trust, respect for self and others, fairness and justice. 

Violations of the academic integrity policy include cheating, plagiarism or lying about academic matters.   Plagiarism is defined as any use of another writer’s words, concepts, or sequence of ideas without acknowledging that writer by the use of proper documentation.  Not only the direct quotation of another writer’s words, but also any paraphrase or summary of another writer’s concepts or ideas without documentation is plagiarizing that writer’s materials.  Academic dishonesty is a profoundly serious offense because it involved an act of fraud that jeopardizes genuine efforts by faculty and students to teach and learn together.  It is not tolerated at Lindsey Wilson College. 

Students who are determined to have plagiarized an assignment or otherwise cheated in their academic work or examinations may expect an “F” for the activity in question or an “F” for the course, at the discretion of the instructor.  All incidents of cheating or plagiarism are reported by the instructor to the Academic Affairs Office along with copies of all relevant materials.  Each instance of cheating or plagiarism is counted separately.  A student who cheats or plagiarizes in two assignments or tests during the same semester will be deemed guilty of two offenses.  If the evidence is unclear, or if a second offense occurs, the VP for Academic Affairs or Associate Dean will work in cooperation with the Dean of Students to move the student before the campus Judicial Board for review.  Violations will ordinarily result in disciplinary suspension or expulsion from the College, depending on the severity of the violation involved.  Note: The College has purchased Turnitin.com, a web product used to detect plagiarized documents. 

Statement on Learning/Physical Disabilities:

Lindsey Wilson College accepts students with learning disabilities and provides reasonable accommodation to help them be successful.  Depending on the nature of the disability, some students may need to take a lighter course load and may need more than four years to graduate.  Students needing accommodation should apply as early as possible, usually before May 15.  Immediately after acceptance, students need to identify and document the nature of their disabilities.  It is the responsibility of the student to provide to the College appropriate materials documenting the learning disability, usually a recent high school Individualized Education Program (IEP) and results from testing done by a psychologist, psychiatrist, or qualified, licensed person.  The College does not provide assessment services for students who may be learning disabled.  Although LWC provides limited personal counseling for all students, the College does not have structured programs available for students with emotional or behavioral disabilities.  For more information, call Ben Martin at 270-384-7479.

Academic Success Center

The Academic Success Center, located in the Everett Building, offers peer tutoring to aid students in completing class assignments, preparing for exams, and improving their understanding of content covered in a particular course.  In addition, computers are available for student use. Students are encouraged to utilize this Center as a resource for improving study strategies and reading techniques.  The Center also offers assistance with other academic problems resulting from documented learning disabilities.  All services are free of charge to all Lindsey Wilson College students (students with learning disabilities are responsible for providing documentation from an appropriate outside professional source such as a professional evaluation or school IEP).  Please contact Jan Green, Tutor Coordinator at 384-8037 for further information and assistance.

 

Writing Center and Mathematics Center:

The Writing Center (located in the Slider Humanities & Fine Arts Building), and the Mathematics Center (located in the Fugitte Science Building) are available for specialized tutoring at no charge to students.  Please contact Allison Smith, Writing Center Coordinator, at 384-8209 or Linda Kessler, Math Tutor Coordinator, at 384-8115 for further information and assistance.

Final Exams:

Final Exams for day classes are scheduled for May 6-10 for the Spring 2013 semester.  The academic calendar, which contains the schedule for finals, is in the College Catalog and course schedule listing.  Please make any necessary flight arrangements after the final exam week. Students will not be permitted to take early finals unless extenuating circumstances exist. “Extenuating circumstance” means illness, a verified family emergency or participation in officially sponsored travel in support of an event arranged by the College.  Travel arrangements must be made in sufficient time that tickets may be obtained after final exams and the semester is officially over.  All requests for early finals must be made in person to the Academic Affairs Office.

Dropping a Course:

Students enrolled in the following courses cannot drop from these classes during the semester:  READ 0903, 1013, and 1023; STSK 1003; ENGL 0903 and 0904; and ESL 0803, 0804 and 0854. Students who wish to drop a course must complete an Add/Drop Form, including instructor and adviser signatures, and submit it to the Registrar’s Office.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of F for the course.  Add/Drop Forms may be obtained from the Registrar’s Office or the academic adviser. When the Add/Drop Form is properly authorized and submitted to the Registrar’s Office, the course will appear on the student’s record with a designation of W (drop/withdrawn). No course drops are permitted during the last 30 class days of the semester. 
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