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MUSI 4612
Teaching Elementary School Music

Section 01
Instructor: Dr. Janette Ralston
Office: 104 Goodhue
Phone: 270-384-8468 (office) 270-320-8864 (cell)
E-mail: ralstonj@lindsey.edu
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 9:00-11:00, 1:00-2:30
Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00-2:30
By appointment

Required Text & Materials:
° Choksy, Abramson, Gillespie, Woods & York, (2“d Ed.), 2001. Teaching Music in the Twenty-First Century,
Pearson, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey

e  Eisen, Robertson, (2002) An American Methodology. Sneaky Snake Publications

Course Description:

This course is designed to prepare music majors for teaching and managing the elementary music classroom. It incorporates
appropriate elementary music instructional strategies, materials, and classroom management skills. This course also includes
strategies for building a successful music program. Includes a field experience component. Prerequisite: Acceptance into the
Teacher Education Program.

Conceptual Framework:

The Division of Education and the Unit for Teacher Preparation supports its philosophy and motto “Teacher as Leader for the 21
Century” through a rigorous professional education curriculum and through their Conceptual Framework. Knowledge, pedagogy,
leadership, and reflective best practice are the four key concepts of the Conceptual Framework of which the integrated music
education program is based. Knowledge and Pedagogy are the two Key Concepts emphasized in this course. Leadership and
Reflective Best Practice are incorporated into course assignments and field experiences. Teacher candidates will also develop 21*
century skills as outlined in the Characteristics of Highly Effective Teaching and Learning. This philosophy and motto is the
foundation for all activities and coursework.

Education Program Preparation:

This course is required for content preparation in the Integrated Music Education program and prepares teacher candidates with the
knowledge-base for music education required in the Kentucky Core Academic Standards and the College Career Readiness
Standards. The Department of Music works with the Education Program in preparing teacher candidates with the knowledge-base
required to meet Kentucky Teacher Standard 1 and the Education Program student Learning Outcome for Content Knowledge.
Teacher candidates will be equipped to teach P12 students and meet requirements for Unbridled Learning.

Cours'e’élgj/gctives:
The objective of this course is for students to develop instructional strategies in music pedagogies of Orff, Kodaly, Suzuki and
Dalcroze. Also students will build knowledge and expertise in the administration of a music program, principles of music learning
classroom management, and evaluation of music learning. Decisions will be made on which specifics to emphasize, how to
organize lessons in an effective manner, which instructional techniques to use, when to modify techniques to meet special needs o!
students, how to select and evaluate instructional materials, how to manage a music classroom, and what and how to evaluate
students. Students will be able to:
1. identify and incorporate effective use of the four elementary music pedagogies (i.e.; Orff, Kodaly, Dalcroze, Suzuki).
2. demonstrate understanding of effective lesson plans for use in elementary music including age-appropriate literature for
exceptional populations.
3. explore methods of effective evaluation/assessment plan for the music classroom.
4. select and use appropriate instructional resources including: vocalizes, warm-up exercises, required music lists, proper
school literature and electronic technologies.
5. plan and organize concerts for different audiences.
6. develop plans for recruitment and retention of students in performance ensembles in middle and high school.
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va{rse Requirements/Assessment Tasks

1. Micro-Teaching Lesson
Students, with a partner, will develop and teach a minimum of two music lessons for different grade levels (Kindergarten-
6" grade) using one of the four music pedagogies to present to the class. Students must use the LWC lesson plan format
and must include all worksheets, resources, and assessments. Micro-Teaching lessons will be scored using a rubric by the
instructor. Peer-evaluations will also provide feedback to student. (Co-teaching)

2. 10-Day Unit
Students will prepare a ten (10) day unit on a specific topic or musical concept. Each lesson must be 30 minutes in length
and must be electronically prepared according to the LWC lesson plan and unit format. Units must include a literacy
component, reading, writing, listening, talking, viewing, and visually representing activities. A minimum of one lesson
must include a PowerPoint presentation. All worksheets, pre- and post-tests, games, PowerPoint, etc. along with answer
keys must be included in the Unit. Unit will be graded by the Division of Education Unit rubric.
Field-based Assignment
Students must identify two different topics observed during field experience hours from which to build their
Unit. Students will choose one of these topics and prepare a written justification of why this topic was
chosen and why it is appropriate for the grade level chosen.

3. Repertoire Project
Students will compile a notebook of analyzed repertoire appropriate for elementary school music. A minimum of 10
songs is required for each grade level (Kindergarten-6" grad). Format for analysis will be provided.
Field-based Assignment
Students must choose two pieces of repertoire, each from separate grade levels, to include in their Repertoire
Project. Using the contextual data from the class observed, reflect on how student demographics contributed
to the mastery of the song in the observed classroom.

4. Concert Programming Project
Students will choose a grade level and create a one hour music concert program. This project must be centered around an
appropriate theme and must include composition titles, composers, time length, and rationale for inclusion in the program.
Program notes for the audience providing information on each composer and composition with appropriate graphics must
be part of the project. The final graded component will include: 1) Sample program; 2) Program notes; 4) Paper justifying
inclusion in the program as well as how this project enhanced the student's knowledge of music.

5. Recruitment and Retention Plan
Students will develop a plan for recruiting students in beginning ensembles in upper elementary grades (5-6) and how to
retain them in junior high and high school ensembles. This plan should be two-fold. One portion of it should be written
from a music advocacy standpoint directed to parents, teachers, and administrators as the audience. The second portion
should be written with the prospective member of the ensemble as the audience.

6. Video lesson
Students will teach one lesson in the public schools and video tape it. This video tape and the corresponding LWC forms
for video lessons will be critiqued and discussed individually with the instructor. Ideally, these will be presented and
discussed in the methods class before you teach them in the school classroom.
Field Assignment:
Students will complete this video lesson in one of their placement schools. It will be graded on the
Division of Education standard video lesson rubric.

7. Field Hours 10
Students will participate in.25 field hours. These hours will be divided into two different field placements. All hours musf
be documented and appropriate information must be collected. All 25 hours must be completed to pass the course. No
more than 5 of these field hours may be completed by observing during lunch time, assisting in bus duty, and monitoring
the playground. Failure to complete all field hours and documentation will result in an “F” grade.

Policy Statements:

Deadlines:

Late assignments or projects will not be accepted. If you cannot meet a deadline, you should contact the instructor and ask for a
deadline extension BEFORE the deadline arrives. Although extensions may be granted, they are not automatic. If you miss a
deadline without receiving an extension, you may not make up the missed work. The instructor reserves the right to change any or
all of these requirements.




