
Lindsey Wilson College  
Bonner Scholar Application 

(for returning students) 

Student Name   _____________________________________________________________________________ 
           (Last)       (First)          (Middle)  
Permanent Address   _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number  __________________ Email Address  _________________________________________ 

Ethnicity (Optional)_______________ First Language _________________________________________ 

Gender _________________________ Preferred Gender Pronouns _______________________________ 

Do you have any food allergies?  YES or NO If yes, what are they?______________________________ 

If you are chosen to be a Bonner Scholar, one requirement is to complete a summer of service at one of our 
community partners. This is equivalent to a summer internship – 280 hours of direct service. Are you willing to 
make this commitment? Please circle one:   YES  or  NO 

Do you have a Facebook account?   YES or NO If yes, what name is it under? _______________________ 
Do you have a Twitter?    YES or NO  If yes, what is your handle? @_____________________________ 
Do you have an Instagram?    YES or NO  If yes, what is your handle? @_______________________ 

Education: 
Major(s)_________________________________________  Please circle status for 2021-2022:  SO     JR     SR  

Hours Completed _________  Overall College GPA ________ 

Extracurricular Activities: ____________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Questions: 
Please respond to the following questions. If a question has more than one part, please be sure to answer all 
parts.  

1. What leadership roles, service activities, and/or family responsibilities have you had that you consider 
relevant to your potential as a Bonner Scholar?  To what extent were you involved with each?  In which are 
you currently active?  What have you gained from these experiences? 

2. What is your definition of  community service?  Why is it important to you? 



3. Time management and prioritizing are necessary skills for any Bonner Scholar. As a Bonner you are 
simultaneously completing 140 service hours per semester (280 for the school year), attending bi-monthly 
meetings, participating in Bonner events, and spending one summer dedicated to service, all while trying to 
maintain a healthy balance with a rigorous academic course load, personal well-being, and social life. What 
do you think your life will look like between academics, service, work, other activities -- how will you 
manage it? 

4. In Bonner, a specific set of Common Commitments drive student development and scope of practice while at 
service sites. These commitments are: Social Justice, Civic Engagement, Spiritual Exploration, Diversity, 
International Perspective, and Community Building. Select one of these commitments and connect it to a 
current ethical dilemma you have personal experience with or have witnessed in your community. What steps 
would you take to create change? What impact can one person have on creating change with this issue? 

5. The Bonner Program enters into partnerships with community agencies to create a more “just” world. With 
these partnerships, our identities play an important role in informing our work. Describe how you identify and 
how your understanding of your identities informs your approach to community engagement (race, gender, 
socio-economic status, sexuality, ability, first-generation and/or immigrant status are all examples of 
identities).  

Application is due Monday, April 5, 2021 to Natalie Vickous 
Campus Mail to: Bonner Program | Email to: bonner@lindsey.edu 

http://bonner.pbworks.com/w/page/105850659/Student%2520Development%2520-%2520%2520Goals%2520and%2520Framework#CommonCommitments
mailto:bonner@lindsey.edu


References for Bonner Scholar Application: 

Please ask three individuals, not related to you, who are familiar with your community service involvement 
and/or your responsibilities, to write a letter of recommendation for you.  Each of these letters should be placed 
in a sealed envelope with the writer’s signature written across the seal or submitted directly by the writer to 
bonner@lindsey.edu. 

Each of your references should address the following questions within the context of their letters. 

• Bonner Scholars must work with other participants and with people of diverse backgrounds.  How would 
you rate this applicant’s ability to build relationships with other people? 

• Due to the nature of the leadership positions, Bonner Scholars often work in conditions of hardship or 
inconvenience.  They must be able to deal with new and changing living conditions, limited financial 
resources, and considerable amounts of stress.  With these considerations in mind, how would you rate the 
applicant on his/her ability to work under pressure, ability to adapt, and use of good judgment? 

• Please describe the applicant’s abilities, interest, skills, training, experience, and eagerness to continue 
developing these areas.  Discuss any reservations you have or weaknesses you see in the applicant that could 
affect his or her success. 

• Please give an overall recommendation for the applicant’s candidacy to the Bonner Scholar Program. 

References should also include:  applicant’s name, reference’s name, reference’s address and phone, how long 
reference has known applicant and in what capacity. 

Return completed application and references to: 

Bonner Scholar Program 
Lindsey Wilson College 

210 Lindsey Wilson Street 
Columbia, KY 42728 

mailto:bonner@lindsey.edu

