Family members of LWU international students may apply for a B-2 visitor visa to visit the United States or attend graduation.
LWU does not issue institutional invitation letters for visitor visa applications. U.S. consular officers do not require university letters, and such letters do not impact visa approval decisions.
The strongest invitation letter is written by the student, not by the university.

What Your Visiting Family May Need
1. Student-Written Invitation Letter
Your letter should clearly describe:
· Your full name and F-1 status (student, OPT, or STEM OPT)
· Your relationship to the invited person(s)
· Purpose of visit (family visit or graduation)
· Expected length of stay in the U.S. (generally under 90 days)
👉 Download the Invitation Letter Template & Instructions
​Invitation Template and Instructions
2. Enrollment or Graduation Verification
If needed, your family member may include official proof of your student status:
Enrollment Verification Request:
https://portal.lindsey.edu/forms/registrar/enrollment-verification/
Your verification letter is issued by the LWU Registrar.

3. Supporting Documentation 
Your family member may be asked to show:
· Your student-written invitation letter
· Enrollment or graduation verification
· Copy of your Form I-20
· Copy of your I-94 record
· Copy of your student visa (if applicable)
Financial documents depend on who pays for the trip:
If you financially support the visit:
· Recent bank statements (2–3 months)
If you are NOT financially supporting the visit:
· Visitor’s bank statements
· Proof of employment or pensions
· Evidence of ties to home country (family, property, etc.)

4. Simple Travel Itinerary (Recommended)
A short, typed list is helpful, even if plans change:
· Dates in Columbia, Kentucky
· Graduation ceremony date (if applicable)
· Local sightseeing or short travel
· Whether you will accompany your family
No reservations are required — a basic list is enough.

Important Reminders
· Visitor visas are not guaranteed
· Approval decisions belong only to the consular officer
· Documentation clarifies temporary intent, but LWU cannot influence outcomes

