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Lindsey Wilson College Quick Facts 
 
 

Mission: The mission of Lindsey Wilson College is to serve the educational needs of students 

by providing a living-learning environment within an atmosphere of active caring 

and Christian concern where every student, every day, learns and grows and feels 

like a real human being. 

Founded Date: September, 1903 

Location: Columbia, Kentucky 

Affiliation: Kentucky Conference of The United Methodist Church 

Carnegie Type: Baccalaureate College–Liberal Arts 

Accreditations: Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools  

University Senate of the United Methodist Church 

Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs 

Kentucky State Department of Education for Teacher Education and Certification 

International Assembly of College Business Education  

 

  

 

Total Enrollment: 2,600 

Total FTE: 2,508 

Demographics:  

Gender (%): Female: 63% 

 Male: 37%  

Residential: 1,034 

Commuter and  

   Extension Sites 

1,566 

Undergraduate: 2,187 (Including High School and Non-degree seeking students) 

Graduate: 413 

Student-Faculty Ratio: 16-to-1 

 

 

Annual Tuition: $19,800 

Annual Budget: $51,825,764 

Degrees Offered: A.A.; B.A.; B.S.; M.A.; M.Ed. 

Library Holdings: Over 63,700 locally held books and AV volumes and another 112,500 

cataloged e-books. 



      Lindsey Wilson College  Fall 2011 Factbook 

 

Page 3 

History of Lindsey Wilson College 
 

From its beginning, Lindsey Wilson College has defined its mission in terms of serving the 

educational needs of south central Kentucky, a predominantly rural region with a legacy of 

cultural isolation and persistent economic and educational underachievement that, unfortunately, 

characterizes much of Appalachia.  The College has struggled to fulfill its mission in spite of 

chronic financial problems that have, at times, threatened its survival.  Today, Lindsey Wilson 

College has not only survived, but thrives as a financially secure institution with a growing 

reputation as a place of academic excellence and spiritual integrity that reflects the Methodist 

denomination’s historical commitment to higher education.  Indeed, it is no exaggeration to say 

that Lindsey Wilson College is an institution on the rise, with its best days lying ahead of it. 

 

Lindsey Wilson College was founded in September 1903 as Lindsey Wilson Training School.  The 

school was named in memory of Lindsey Wilson, the deceased nephew and stepson of Catherine 

Wilson of Louisville, Kentucky, who was an early benefactor of the school.  

 

In its early years, Lindsey Wilson primarily served as a regional preparatory “feeder” school for 

Vanderbilt University, which was Methodism’s leading institutions of higher education in the 

South during the first decade of the twentieth century.  In 1923, Lindsey Wilson achieved junior 

college status. 

 

Defying improbable odds and a near-miss closure vote by the Louisville Annual Conference of the 

Methodist Church in the 1940s, the fledgling junior college survived both the Great Depression 

and World War II.  In 1951, the College received its initial accreditation from the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools and has continuously maintained its accreditation status 

through successive review cycles.  Even so, the College’s future was not assured until after the 

arrival of Dr. John B. Begley, who assumed the presidency in 1977 and served in that capacity 

until 1997. 

 

Under Begley’s leadership, the College began to offer a baccalaureate curriculum in 1985, a 

master’s program in Counseling and Human Development in 1993, and became one of the fastest-

growing four-year private liberal arts colleges in Kentucky.  The College’s ascendancy not only 

has continued, but has accelerated during the tenure of Begley’s successor, Dr. William T. 

Luckey, Jr., who observed in his 2000 inaugural address that “this College has never been stronger 

than it is today.” 

 

Anchored firmly in its historical commitment to “education as transformation,” Lindsey Wilson 

College is now regarded as Methodism’s flagship institution of higher education in Kentucky.  

The College has attracted a student body whose defining characteristic is uniquely local and global 

which creates a vibrant climate of enriching cultural diversity amidst an otherwise homogeneous 

geographical region.  For all, the College remains steadfast in its mission to serve the educational 

needs of students by providing a living-learning environment within an atmosphere of active 

caring and Christian concern where every student, every day, learns and grows and feels like a 

real human being. 
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Total Fall Enrollments 

5 Year Trend 
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Fall Enrollments by Class 

5 Year Trend 
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  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Freshman 460 526 689 724 665 

Sophomore 315 286 347 451 437 

Junior 364 381 412 440 528 

Senior 433 428 511 522 510 

Total 1,572 1,621 1,959 2,137 2,140 
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Fall Enrollments by Campus 

5 Year Trend 
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Fall Enrollment by Kentucky Counties 
 

 
 

Adair 387   Greenup 8   Owen 4 

Allen 57 
 

Hancock 3 
 

Owsley 2 

Anderson 12   Hardin 50   Pendleton 1 

Ballard 6 
 

Harlan 30 
 

Perry 25 

Barren 34   Harrison 4   Pike 9 

Bath 1 
 

Hart 12 
 

Powell 2 

Bell 21   Henderson 30   Pulaski 67 

Boone 6 
 

Henry 2 
 

Robertson 1 

Bourbon 3   Hopkins 33   Rockcastle 9 

Boyd 12 
 

Jackson 3 
 

Rowan 3 

Boyle 20   Jefferson 117   Russell 132 

Bracken 2 
 

Jessamine 9 
 

Shelby 13 

Breathitt 5   Johnson 7   Simpson 3 

Breckinridge 1 
 

Kenton 8 
 

Spencer 4 

Bullitt 10   Knott 11   Taylor 108 

Butler 1 
 

Knox 8 
 

Todd 6 

Caldwell 3   Larue 12   Trigg 4 

Calloway 1 
 

Laurel 33 
 

Trimble 3 

Campbell 2   Leslie 11   Union 10 

Carroll 4 
 

Letcher 12 
 

Unknown 9 

Carter 6   Lewis 7   Warren 23 

Casey 14 
 

Lincoln 8 
 

Washington 2 

Christian 31   Logan 12   Wayne 31 

Clark 2 
 

Lyon 1 
 

Webster 13 

Clay 13   Madison 17   Whitley 19 

Clinton 21 
 

Magoffin 3 
 

Wolfe 3 

Crittenden 4   Marion 19   Woodford 6 

Cumberland 19 
 

Marshall 5 
  

  

Daviess 18   Mason 18       

Edmonson 1 
 

McCracken 15 
  

  

Elliott 2   McCreary 13       

Fayette 43 
 

Meade 7 
  

  

Fleming 5   Mercer 5       

Floyd 9 
 

Metcalfe 44 
  

  

Franklin 3   Monroe 31       

Fulton 1 
 

Montgomery 4 
  

  

Garrard 3   Muhlenberg 7       

Grant 2 
 

Nelson 10 
  

  

Graves 3   Nicholas 2       

Grayson 10 
 

Ohio 2 
  

  

Green 72   Oldham 10       
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Fall Enrollment by State and Country 
 

 

State     Nation   

Alabama 8   Australia 1 

Arizona 1 
 

Belgium 1 

California 19   Brazil 5 

Colorado 2 
 

Canada 2 

Delaware 1   Colombia 1 

Florida 7 
 

Croatia 1 

Foreign State 1   Denmark 5 

Georgia 9 
 

Dominican Republic 2 

Idaho 1   Finland 1 

Illinois 9 
 

France 2 

Indiana 33   Germany 2 

Kentucky 2,025 
 

Gibraltar 1 

Maryland 1   Greece 1 

Michigan 5 
 

Ireland 1 

New Hampshire 1   Japan 12 

New York 2 
 

Kenya 1 

North Carolina 3   Korea, Republic of 5 

Ohio 98 
 

Latvia 2 

Oklahoma 1   Mexico 2 

Pennsylvania 3 
 

Myanmar 1 

South Carolina 3   Norway 1 

South Dakota 1 
 

Paraguay 1 

Tennessee 89   Romania 4 

Texas 5 
 

Russian Federation 1 

Virginia 131   South Africa 5 

Washington 1 
 

Spain 8 

West Virginia 49   Sweden 7 

Wisconsin 6 
 

Uganda 2 

      United Kingdom 5 

      Venezuela 2 
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Current Fall Enrollment by Ethnicity 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

African American         241  

American Indian or Alaskan Native           15  

Asian           11  

Caucasian       1,922  

Hispanic           10  

Nonresident Alien           15  

Other         169  

Two or more races           46  
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Current Fall Enrollment by Gender 
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Current Fall Enrollment by Major 
  

Major Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Graduate Total 

Accounting 0 0 0 1 0 1 

American Studies 2 0 1 0 0 3 

Applied Learning 0 0 0 3 0 3 

Art 9 8 7 3 0 27 

Art Education, P-12 2 1 0 0 0 3 

Biology 43 27 17 21 0 108 

Biology Teacher Education 0 0 0 2 0 2 

Business Administration 41 53 52 31 0 177 

Business Management 8 9 3 3 0 23 

Chemistry 3 1 1 0 0 5 

Christian Leadership 0 0 0 0 9 9 

Christian Ministries 6 9 5 6 0 26 

Communication 11 24 28 29 0 92 

Computer Information Systems 1 3 0 0 0 4 

Contract/Multi-Disciplinary 0 0 1 0 0 1 

Counseling and Human Develop 0 0 0 0 398 398 

Criminal Justice 47 33 42 22 0 144 

Early Childhood Care/Develop 5 4 1 0 0 10 

Elementary Education (5-9) 39 20 11 10 0 80 

Engineering Mechanics 12 6 1 0 0 19 

English 9 6 1 1 0 17 

English Teacher Education 4 2 2 8 0 16 

English/Journalism Emphasis 2 0 1 1 0 4 

English/Literature Emphasis 0 2 4 3 0 9 

English/Writing Emphasis 0 1 1 0 0 2 

Fine Arts Administration 3 0 0 0 0 3 

Health Science 11 0 0 0 0 11 

History 9 13 10 12 0 44 

Human Services and Counseling 46 48 224 284 0 602 

Mathematics 6 3 2 6 0 17 

Mathematics Teacher Education 2 2 5 3 0 12 

Media Studies 1 4 4 0 0 9 

Nursing 11 19 31 6 0 67 

P-5 Elementary Education 5 12 12 17 0 46 

Physical Education & Health 8 3 9 11 0 31 

Physical Education (P-12) 27 9 3 1 0 40 

Pre-Nursing 60 9 2 1 0 72 

Psychology 26 11 6 4 0 47 

Psychophysiology 2 13 6 4 0 25 

Recreation/Tourism & Sport Mgt 13 14 13 8 0 48 

Social Science 7 5 3 1 0 16 

Social Science Teacher Educ 0 5 2 0 0 7 

Special Student Non-Degree 69 0 1 1 1 72 

Teacher as Leader 0 0 0 0 5 5 

Undeclared 162 58 16 7 0 243 

Grand Total 712 437 528 510 413 2,600 
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Fall Enrollments by Resident/Commuters 

5 Year Trend 

 
 

 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Resident 696 721 873 1,052 1,034 

Commuter 1,197 1,282 1,476 1,502 1,566 
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Current Fall Enrollment by Religious Affiliation 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Baptist 590 

Christian 470 

Unknown 450 

Methodist 214 

Catholic 126 

Non-Denominational 77 

None/No Preference 58 

Church of Christ 43 

Pentecostal 40 

Other 36 

Church of God 31 

Presbyterian 20 

Nazarene 10 

Lutheran 8 

Islamic/Muslim 7 

Episcopal 5 

Buddhist 3 
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Current Fall Financial Aid Awards 

By Source 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Federal Funds $34,422,317 

Institutional Funds $17,640,415 

Other Sources of Funds $1,448,139 

State Funds $6,358,227 
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Current Fall Financial Aid Awards 

By Type 
 

 

  
 

 

 

Current Fall Average Financial Aid Awards  

By Type 
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New Freshman Students; Applied, Accepted, Enrolled 

5 Year Trend 

 
 

 

 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Applied 1,499 1,425 2,094 2,553 3,102

Accepted 1,165 1,132 1,669 2,082 2,126

Enrolled 365 430 576 601 548

0

400

800

1,200

1,600

2,000

2,400

2,800

3,200



      Lindsey Wilson College  Fall 2011 Factbook 

 

Page 19 

First-time, Full-time Freshman 

5 Year Trend 
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New, Transfer and Returning Students 

5 Year Trend 
(New includes: New Graduate, Special/Non-Degree and Readmit Students) 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Transfer 273 252 354 321 349

Returning 1,098 1,218 1,306 1,539 1,582

New 522 533 689 694 669
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ACT Composite Score 
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First-time, Full-time Freshmen taking Developmental Classes 

 

 
 

 

 
 

English  73 

English Mathematics  4 

English Mathematics Reading  7 

English Reading  56 

Mathematics  3 

Mathematics Reading  4 

Reading  52 

Total 199 
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Cohort Retention and Graduation Rates 
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Cohort Retention Rate by Class 
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Average Faculty Salary by Rank 
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Faculty by Highest Degree Earned 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
  

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 52 

Doctor of Education (EdD) 10 

Master of Fine Arts (MFA) 5 

Doctor of Psychology (PsyD) 3 

Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 2 

Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) 1 

Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) 1 

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 1 

Juris Doctorate (JD) 1 

Total Terminal Degrees 76 

    

Master of Arts (MA) 15 

Master of Education (MEd) 4 

Master of Science (MS) 4 

Master of Public Administration (MPA) 3 

Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 3 

Master of Divinity (MDiv) 2 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 1 

Master of Arts in Education (MAE) 1 

Total Master Degrees 33 
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Annual Endowment  

5 Year Trend 

 

 

 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Million $ $15.75 $16.20 $15.10 $8.04 $11.70 

$6 

$8 

$10 

$12 

$14 

$16 

$18 

Million $



      Lindsey Wilson College  Fall 2011 Factbook 

 

Page 30 

Annual Gifts and Pledges 

5 Year Trend 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Annual Fund $1,390,561 $1,828,301 $1,750,200 $1,828,502 $1,413,252 

Capital Fund $1,330,974 $373,118 $1,333,777 $1,710,343 $295,322 

Endowment Fund $1,269,249 $826,296 $916,573 $443,120 $477,429 

Grand Total $3,990,784 $3,027,715 $4,000,550 $3,981,965 $2,186,003 
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Gifts from Alumni and Friends 

By Dollar Range 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Dollar Range 
Number of 

Gifts 
Percent of 
Total Gifts Dollar Amount 

Percent of 
Total Amount 

0 - 9.99 127 6.3% $291 0.0% 

10 - 24.99 484 24.2% $6,278 0.8% 

25 - 99.99 655 32.7% $27,343 3.4% 

100 - 499.99 528 26.3% $82,398 10.3% 

500 - 999.99 68 3.4% $36,186 4.5% 

1,000 - 4,999.99 59 2.9% $95,953 12.0% 

5,000 - 49,999.99 24 1.2% $327,970 41.0% 

100,000 - 249,999.99 2 0.1% $223,000 27.9% 

Totals                2,004  97.2% $799,420 100.0% 
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Budget Highlights 

Sources of Revenue 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Tuition and Fees $37,808,903  70.8% 

Government Grants $424,436  0.8% 

Gifts and Bequests $1,921,495  3.6% 

Investment Inc. $2,676,657  5.0% 

Auxiliary Enterprises $9,960,148  18.7% 

Other Income $610,245  1.1% 

Total $53,401,884  100.0% 
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